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DYNAMICALLY PROVIDING A NEWS FEED
ABOUT A USER OF A SOCIAL NETWORK

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application incorporates by reference U.S.
Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 60/750,844 filed on
Dec. 14, 2005 for “Systems and Methods for Social Map-
ping,” U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 60/753,
810 filed on Dec. 23, 2005 for “Systems and Methods for
Social Timeline,” U.S. patent. application Ser. No. 11/493,
291 filed on Jul. 25, 2006 for “Systems and Methods for
Dynamically Generating a Privacy Summary,” U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 11/502,757 filed on Aug. 11, 2006 for
“Systems and Methods for Generating Dynamic Relation-
ship-Based Content Personalized for Members of a Web-
Based Social Network,” U.S. patent application Ser. No.
11/503,093 filed on Aug. 11, 2006 for “Systems and Methods
for Measuring User Affinity in a Social Network Environ-
ment,” and U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/503,037 filed
on Aug. 11, 2006 for “Systems and Methods for Providing
Dynamically Selected Media Content to a User of an Elec-
tronic Device in a Social Network Environment.”

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to dynamic news
presentation in a social network, and more particularly to
systems and methods for dynamically presenting a news feed
about a particular person.

2. Description of Related Art

Conventionally, a user of a networking website connects
with other users by providing information about the user to a
social network website for access by the other users. For
example, a user may post contact information, background
information, current job position, hobbies, and so forth. Other
users may contact the user and/or review information about
the user based on common interests or for any other reason.

Recently, social networking websites have developed sys-
tems for tailoring connections between various users. For
example, users may be grouped based on geographical loca-
tion, job type, and so forth. Social networking offers users the
opportunity for frequent, automatic notification of changes in
the information posted by other users. In other words, rather
than having to initiate calls or emails to learn news of another
user, a user of a social networking website may passively
receive alerts to new postings by other users.

There are existing mechanisms that allow a user to display
information about other users. Some mechanisms may allow
the user to select particular news items for immediate view-
ing. Typically, however, these news items are disparate and
disorganized. In other words, the user must spend time
researching a news topic by searching for, identifying, and
reading individual news items that are not presented in a
coherent, consolidated manner. Often, many of the news are
not relevant to the user. Just as often, the user remains
unaware of the existence of some news items that were not
captured in the user’s research. What is needed is an auto-
matically generated display that contains information rel-
evant to a user about another user of a social network.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A method for displaying a news feed in a social network
environment is described. In some embodiments, the method
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2

includes generating news items regarding activities associ-
ated with a user of a social network environment and attach-
ing an informational link associated with at least one of the
activities, to at least one of the news items. The method
further includes limiting access to the news items to a prede-
termined set of viewers and assigning an order to the news
items. The method further includes displaying the news items
in the assigned order to at least one viewing user of the
predetermined set of viewers.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary environment for generating
a news feed in a social network environment;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an exemplary social network
provider;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an exemplary mini-feed
engine;

FIG. 4 is an exemplary screen shot of one or more news
items displayed to the viewing user 101a; and

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of an exemplary process for
generating and displaying a news feed in a social network
environment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A system and method for dynamically presenting a news
feed about activities of a user of a social network is provided.
A user (the viewing user) of a social network may choose to
view a news feed about another user (the subject user) in the
social network. A list of the subjectuser’s activities within the
social network may be drawn from various databases within
the social network. The news feed is automatically generated
based on the list of activities. The list of activities may be
filtered, for example, according to priority settings of the
viewing user and/or privacy setting of the subject user. The
list of activities may be displayed as a list of news items
presented in a preferred order (e.g., chronological, priori-
tized, alphabetical, and the like). Various news items in the
news feed may include items of media content and/or links to
media content illustrating the activities of the subject user.
The news items may also include links enabling the viewing
user to participate in the subject user’s activities. The news
feed may be continuously updated by adding news items
about new activities and/or removing news items about pre-
vious activities. Accordingly, the viewing user may be better
able to follow the “track™ of the subject user’s “footprints”
through the social network, based on the news feed, without
requiring the subject user to continuously post new activities.

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary environment 100 for gen-
erating a news feed in a social network environment. One or
more users, such as users 101 at user devices 102, are coupled
to a social network provider 106 via a network 104. The social
network provider 106 may comprise any user or entity that
provides social networking services, communication ser-
vices, dating services, company intranets, and so forth. For
example, the social network provider 106 may host a website
that allows one or more users 101, at one or more user devices
102, to communicate with one another via the website. The
social networking website offers a first user 101 an opportu-
nity to connect or reconnect with the one or more other users
101 that attended, for example, the same university as the first
user 101. In some embodiments a social network environ-
ment may include a segmented community. A segmented
community according to one embodiment is a separate,
exclusive or semi-exclusive web-based social network
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wherein each authenticated segmented community member
accesses and interacts with other members of their respective
segmented community.

In one instance, a viewing user 101a associated with a user
device 102 requests a news feed (i.e., mini-feed) about a
subject user 1015 associated with a second user device 102
via a social networking website associated with the social
network provider 106. Any user 101 in the social network
may request a mini-feed and become the viewing user 101a or
become the subject user 1015 as the subject of a mini-feed
request. In some embodiments, the viewing user 101a and the
subject user 1015 may be the same user, for example, for
purposes of reviewing a personal mini-feed.

A mini-feed engine 110 is coupled to the social network
provider 106. The mini-feed engine 110 utilizes data about a
particular user (e.g., the subject user 1015), to assemble a list
of'one or more items of media content or any other content for
display to a user such as the viewing user 101a. Examples of
a subject user 1015 may include a user, an association of users
(e.g., a family), a group of users, an organization of users
(e.g., a volleyball team), members of an event (e.g., a con-
cert), students in a class (e.g., “Elementary Political Speaking
and The Causes of Global Warming™), members of a club
(e.g., Fans of Global Warming), and the like. According to
some embodiments, the viewing user 101a may be coupled
directly via the user device 102 to the mini-feed engine 110.
According to other embodiments, the mini-feed engine 110
comprises a module associated with the social network pro-
vider 106.

Referring now to FIG. 2, a block diagram of an exemplary
social network provider, such as the social network provider
106 shown in FIG. 1, is shown. A profile database 202 is
provided for storing data associated with each of the users,
such as the user 101 associated with user device 102. When a
user 101 subscribes to services provided by the social net-
work provider 106, a user profile may be generated for user
101. For example, the user 101 may select privacy settings,
provide contact information, provide personal statistics,
specify memberships in various organizations, indicate inter-
ests, list affiliations, post class schedules, detail work activi-
ties, or group other users 101 according to one or more cat-
egories. When the user 101 adds additional information to the
user profile, such as adding additional contacts, the user pro-
file in the profile database 202 may be updated with the
information added. The user profile may be stored, modified,
added, and so forth to any storage medium. A timestamp may
be associated with the user profile. Examples of timestamp
include order of occurrence in a data base, date, time of day,
and the like.

According to some embodiments, the user profile is created
outside of the social network environment and provided to or
accessed by the social network provider 106. Alternatively,
the profile database 202 may be located remotely and
accessed by the social network provider 106.

The social network provider 106 includes a communica-
tions interface 204 for communicating with users 101, such as
via the user device 102 described herein, over the network
104. The user device 102 communicates various types of
information, such as privacy settings selections, groupings of
other users 101, and so forth, to the social network provider
106 via the communications interface 204. Any type of com-
munications interface 204 is within the scope of various
embodiments.

A monitoring module 206 tracks one or more user activities
on the social networking website. For example, the monitor-
ing module 206 can track user interaction with one or more
items of media content, such as news stories, other users’
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profiles, email to other users 101, chat rooms provided via the
social network provider 106, and so forth. Any type of user
activity can be tracked or monitored via the monitoring mod-
ule 206. The information, people, groups, stories, and so
forth, with which the user 101 interacts, may be represented
by one or more objects, according to exemplary embodi-
ments. The monitoring module 206 may determine an affinity
of the user 101 for subjects, other users 101, relationships,
events, organizations, and the like according to users’ 101
activities.

A display engine/GUI 208 may also be provided by the
social network provider 106. The display engine/GUI 208
displays the one or more items of media content, profile
information, and so forth to users 101. Users 101 can interact
with the social network provider 106 via the display engine/
GUI 208. For example, users 101 can select privacy settings,
access their own user profile, access other users’ 101 infor-
mation available via the social network provider, and so forth,
via the display engine/GUI 208. The mini-feed may be dis-
played in a field in the display engine/GUI 208.

A relationship database 210 is provided for storing rela-
tionship data about each user 101. In various embodiments,
the viewing user 1014 can specify relationships with one or
more subject users 1015 of the social network via the user
profile, or by any other means. The viewing user 101a can
assign categories, groups, networks, and so forth to the one or
more subject users 1015 with which the viewing user 101a
has a relationship. The relationship, for example, may specify
that the subject user 1015 is a family member, a schoolmate,
an ex-girlfriend, an esteemed rival, and so forth. Any type of
relationship may be specified.

An activity database 212 is provided for storing activity
data about each user 101. The activities may be tracked by the
monitoring module 206. Activities monitored by the moni-
toring module 206 may be stored in the activity database 212.
Activity entries in the activity database 212 may include a
timestamp indicating time and date of the activity, the type of
activity, the user 101 initiating the activity, any other users
101 who are objects of the activity, and the like. Activities
may be stored in multiple databases, including the activity
database, the profile database, the relationship database, and
the like.

According to some embodiments, the social network pro-
vider 106 may determine a relationship for the user. For
example, if user 101 establishes communications with
another user 101 interested in flying private aircraft, the social
network provider 106 may assign the relationship of fellow
pilot. The social network provider 106 may inquire whether
or not user 101 wants to add the other user 101 as a fellow
pilot, in one instance. The social network provider 106 may
utilize a common interest in flying as a variable to measure the
user affinity, for flying and/or the fellow pilot without inquir-
ing whether user 101 wants to add the other user 101 to their
user’s profile, according to some embodiments.

A relationship may be assigned based on a user’s interac-
tion with other users or with any type of content. The user 101
may have more than one relationship with other users 101 or
with content, according to exemplary embodiments. For
example, user’s 101 brother qualifies as one type of relation-
ship, while the fact that user’s 101 brother attended the same
university as user 101 may qualify as another relationship.
Any number ofrelationships may be established for each user
101 and/or for each activity performed by the user 101 in the
social network environment. A timestamp or other chrono-
logical indicia may be associated with entries in the relation-
ship database 210.






